Fetal heart rate observations in the brain-damaged infant.
The objective of this study was to describe the fetal heart rate patterns and underlying pathophysiologic changes in the brain-damaged fetus. Fetuses with brain damage from hypoxic ischemic encephalopathy do not manifest uniform fetal heart rate patterns. However, these fetuses do show distinct fetal heart rate patterns that permit categorization based on their admission heart rate, subsequent changes in their baseline rate; and neonatal findings. Based on the observations of infants brain damaged in utero because of hypoxic ischemic encephalopathy, the intrapartum fetal management will depend on the admission fetal heart rate pattern, and the subsequent changes in the baseline rate.